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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF R EASONS FOR AT ,T .QWANCE 



To: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



From: Allan T. Sponseller (Tel. 509-324-9256 x2l5; Fax 509-323-8979) 
Customer No. 22801 



In the Notice of Allowance mailed December 22, 2004, the following was 
included in the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: 

the provision for allowing management devices corresponding to a 
plurality of management agents to access a system, and a trusted 
third party controller to mediate interaction among the plurality of 
management agents by assigning each of the plurality of 
management agents to a different one of a plurality of ownership 
domains each with restricted rights, wherein only one of the plurality 
of management agents can correspond to a top-level ownership 
domain at a time, and wherein any of the other management agents 
can revoke the top-level ownership domain is not fairly taught or 
suggested by the prior art. The further provision for the top-level 
ownership domain having a first set of extended rights and each of 
the other ownership domains having a second set of limited rights, 
wherein the first set of rights and second set of rights include 
specific limitations as enumerated in the claims is not taught by the 
prior art. 
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Applicant respectfully points out that not all of the claims include all of the 
elements recited in the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance. For 
example, claims 33 and 44, as well as other claims, do not include the element that 
"any of the other management agents can revoke the top-level ownership domain". 
Nonetheless, Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are still allowable over 
the cited references. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Date: Zkhf By; jfcsZ 

Reg. No. 38,318 
(509) 324-9256 
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